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CHARACTERS 


- basketball team members - 



The team captain, who lives 
and breathes basketball. 
High-school 2nd Year. 


TSUYOSHI 

OKAMOTO 


Often the butt of jokes. 
High-school 2nd Year. 




RYOSUKE 

KAZANUMA 

The intellectual 
ce-captain. High-school 
2nd Year. 


Aoba’s best friend. 
High-school 1st Year. 


KYOKO 

MATSUMAE 


Manager. High-school 
1st Year. 






ASUKA 

HARUMA 

• . 

UMEKI 

EMORI # 


Aoba’s ex-girlfriend. 

South Hiratsuka High’s 


The manager for 

basketball star. Aoba’s 


South Hiratsuka High’s 

teammate in junior high. 


basketball team. 

Has a grudge against 




MAYO SAKURADA’ # 


A quiet girl who isn’t good at talking to people. 
In order to conquer her weaknesses, she starts a 
part-time job at a Listening House as a person 
who listens to other people’s problems. 

She joined the basketball team as a manager in 
order to understand Aoba’s worries. 



KOTA AOBA 


The basketball team’s star player who’s 
popular with the girls. A first-year high- 
school student. He went to the same junior 
high-school as Mayo. He seems to be hiding 
a worry that he can’t share with anyone. 

He’s Mayo’s first customer at the 
Listening House. 



STORY 


A high-school loner with poor communication skills, Mayo starts a strange job as a 
“Listening House girl” where she listens to people’s stories. But her first customer 
is the school basketball team’s star player Aoba, who Mayo thought was flawless 
and the epitome of social stardom! In order to hear about Aoba’s worries, Mayo 
becomes the basketball team’s manager... 

The Inter-High Preliminaries begin, and Aoba gets shaken up when he runs into 
his ex-girlfriend Asuka and his former junior high basketball teammate Haruma. 

After that, he opens up to Mayo about his secret... “Liking something will destroy 
it”? What on earth does that mean? 
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BECAUSE I'M SCARED. 


t L m e . 1 4 
WERE THE SAME. 

43 


t L m e . l 5 

i Want you to listen to me. 


79 


t L m e . i 6 
THE TRUTH IS. 
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THAT'S 

ROBR-KUN'S 

SECRET...? 
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/ IT V 
WRS THAT 
MUCH MORE 
PAINFUL GIVEN 
THE EFFORT 
AND PASSION 
I PUT INTO 


REGARD¬ 
LESS OF 
WHAT IT 
WAS OR 
HOW MUCH 
I LOVED 
DOING 


...MY \ 

BODY WOULD 
SUDDENLY 
STOP MOVING 
ONE DAY... 
AND I JUST 
WOULDN'T BE 
ABLE TO DO IT 
ANYMORE. 


WAS ALL 
SOLO 
ACTIVITIES 
UNTIL 
JUNIOR 
HIGH... 


...WHEN 
I FIRST 
JOINED THE 
BASKET¬ 
BALL TEAM 
AND MADE 
FRIENDS... 


BUT I 

COULDN'T TELL 
ANYONE... 
























BUT THE 
MORE I 
LIKED 
IT... 


...THE 
MORE I 
FEHRED 
I'D TURN 
ON MYSELF 
AND BE 
UNABLE TO 
PLAY. 


EVERY 
DAY WAS A 
BLAST... 


...NOT 
JUST BE¬ 
CAUSE OF 
BASKET¬ 
BALL, BUT 
BECAUSE 
I LIKED 
MY TEAM¬ 
MATES. 


UH? 

YOU'RE 

QUITTING 

THE 

BASKET¬ 

BALL 

TEAM...? 














































































































































































HELLO.' THIS IS EMA 
TOYAMA. THANK YOU 
FOR PICKING UP THE 
FOURTH VOLUME OF 
AO&A~KUN'S 
CONFESSIONS. ^ 

CONTINUING FROM 
VOLUME 3, I'M THINKING 
OF USING THIS SPACE 
TO CHAT MORE AEOUT 
RANPOM THINGS, w- 

I WAS RECENTLY MOVEP 
WHEN I PISCOVEREP A 
EAKERY THAT SOLP 
SOMETHING I'P LONG 
EEEN SEARCHING FOR: 
FRENCH TOAST THAT 
WAS NEITHER SWEET 
NOR SOFT. ^ 

I THINK THERE'S A LOT 
OF FRENCH TOAST 
THAT'S SWEET, MOIST 
ANP SOFT, EUT MY 
FAVOURITE LUNCH IN 
ELEMENTARY WAS 
FRENCH TOAST THAT 
WAS FIRM ANP NOT 
SWEET, y 

I FELT LIKE I'P EEEN 
SEARCHING FOR YEARS 
TO FINP THIS. I WAS 
SURPRISEP AT HOW 
LONG A CERTAIN TASTE 
HAP STAYEP WITH ME. 
INCIPENTALLY, THAT 
EAKERY ALSO SELLS 
SANPWICHES WITH A 
VERY THICK PIECE OF 
ROAST EEEF INSIPE FOR 
VERY CHEAP, SO I'M A 
LITTLE WORRIEP AS TO 
WHETHER THEY'RE 
MAKING A PROFIT. " n \ 

I...I'M GETTING 
CONCERNEP OVER 
NOTHING. 


...FINP 
HE EVEN 
OPENEP 
UP TO 
ME, BUT... 


I PLWPYS 
WPNTEP TO 
KNOW MOPE 
PBOUT 
POBP-KUN... 
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...DO 
SOME¬ 
THING 
HBOUT IT 
NOW...! 


...PND 
FILL I 
CRN DO 
IS WRTCH 
THEM 
GROW 
RPRRT. 


...RND 

WERR 

THEM¬ 

SELVES 

OUT... 


THE TWO 
OF THEM 
FIGHT 
RND 
HURT 
ERCH 
OTHER... 






















































































































































































































































...SCORED 
THAT I’LL 
STOP LIKING 
THE THINGS 
THAT MATTER 
TOME... 
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...I'LL 
BE THERE 
TO LISTEN 


WHEN 
THHT TIME 
COMES... 



































































DON'T BE 
AFRAID... 

























































I KNOW 
IT WAS HARD 
FOR YOU TO 
TELL ME, BUT 
I'M THANKFUL 
THAT YOU 
DID. 

























































































































































GOOD-BYE GYOZR 
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LET'S 
HURRY 
UP HNP 
GET THIS 
STHRTEP! 





























































































































































































































































































WHEN! I'M ASKEP 
ABOUT MV FAVOURITE 
POOR, I USUALLY 
SAV "SUKIYAKI" OR 
"IKURA-PON." AS FOR 
WHAT I USUALLY EAT, 
HONESTLY, I JUST 
CAN'T RESIST RAMEN.% 

I HAVE IT FOR LUNCH 
ABOUT THREE TIMES 
A WEEK. % ^ 

SALT, MISO, SOY 
SAUCE, TONKOTSU...I 
LOVE THEM ALL/ ^ 

WHEN I'M MAKING THE 
MANUSCRIPT, I PON'T 
REALLY GO OUT, SO 
ALL I LOOK FORWARP 
TO IS EATING ANP 
SLEEPING. 

I FEEL JOY WHEN I 
EAT RAMEN, TOO. w 

COME TO THINK OF 
IT, I WENT TO THE 
NEIGHEOURHOOP 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
THE OTHER PAY ANP 
ORPEREP A LEEK ANP 
RAMEN SET, ANP THE 
PICTURE SEEMEP LIKE 
IT WAS A SNACK SIZE, 
B-UT I WAS SURPRISEP 
TO GET A SINGLE 
SERVING. POES THIS 
PLACE...HAVE 
SERVINGS FOR 
TWO...?/ AFTER 
EATING, I TOOK A 
WALK FOR AN HOUR 
ANP WENT HOME...^ 

THERE'S NO WAY I 
SHEP THE CALORIES. 
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HUH...? 



WORRIES 
WILL DISRP- 


...HT 

LEAST TELL 
THEM THAT 
YOU CARE 
ABOUT 
THEM. 












THAT'S 
RIGHT. WHEN 
WE GET FLUS¬ 
TERED, LET'S 
REMEMBER 
WHY WE'RE 
PLAYING AND 
FOCUS ON 
THE BASICS. 



































































































































































...I REALLY 
LIKE PLAYING 
BASKETBALL 
WITH YOU/ 










































DON'T 
GET IN 
THE WHY/ 
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NO 

SMART¬ 
PHONES 
DURING 
PRRC- 
, TICE/ 


DAMMIT/ 

THOSE 

GUYS 

□pc 

MOVING 

UP/ 


"UP AND 
COMING 
STAR 
HARUMA 
EMORI 
CARRIES THE 
TEAM/ WELL 
ON THEIR 
WAY TO THE 
INTER-HIGH 
FINALS/" 
WHAT?/ 
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THESE PAYS, X GO TO 
A CAT SHELTER CAFE 
ON MY PAYS OFF.c? 

IT'S A CAFE RUN EY A 
VOLUNTEER GROUP 
THAT SHELTERS A LOT 
OF CATS, ANP PESPITE 
EEING CALLEP A CAFE, 
YOU CAN CASUALLY 
PRINK A CAN OF JUICE 
THERE. IT'S THE CATS 
THAT ARE THE MAIN 
ATTRACTION.^ 

IF THERE'S A CAT 
THAT YOU LIKE, YOU 
CAN APOPT IT AFTER 
THEY PETERMINE YOU 
TO EE A SUITAELE 
FlT.ii'nV 

I ALREAPY HAVE 
THREE CATS, SO I 
JUST GO THERE TO 
APMIRE THE CATS, 
ALTHOUGH I'VE EEEN 
TEMPTEP PURING 
KITTY SEASON/ ^ 

I WANT TO TAKE 
THEM HOME WITH ME. 
EUT I KEEP THAT 
FEELING IN CHECK, 

ANP I TRY TO HELP 
OUT EY GIVING 
MONETARY ANP FOOP 
PON ATIONS. £ 

CAT SHELTER CAFES 
AREN'T VERY WELL 
KNOWN, EUT WHO 
KNOWS? THERE MIGHT 
EE ONE NEAR YOUR 
HOUSE/ J 


I'M WAITING FOR YOU/ 
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POBA-KUN ' 
REJECTED 
ME, PND 
I'M JUST 
HIS LISTEN¬ 
ING HOUSE 
GIRL NOW! 


ENOUGH 

OF 

THRT! 


HEY! IT 
MIGHT CHEER 
NRO-KUN UP 
IF HE LERRNS 
PBOUT 
ROBR-KUN'S 
BIRTHDRY! 


BUT 

THERE'S NO 
PRACTICE 
ALLOWED 
DURING 
TEST TIME 


HUH?THE 
LIGHTS ARE 
STILL ON IN 
THE GYM... 







































































IkS. 


















































































































































































KOTA'S NOT 
GONNA 
STICK 
AROUND 
WITH AN EVEN 
WEAKER 
TEAMMATE.../ 





































































if you 

TWO GET 
STRONGER 
TOGETHER, 
HRRUMR-KUN 
WILL BE NO 
MATCH FOR 

you Guys/ 
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MV CATS ARE THE 
SAME AS THEY'VE 
ALWAYS EEEN, E-UT 
THERE'S ONE THAT 
E-EHAVES LIKE SUCH A 
PARLING (SORRY FOR 
EYEING SUCH A POTING 
PARENT). 

SHE LOOKS AT ME ANP 
MEOWS, AS IF TO CAU- 
ME OVER, SO WHEN I 
FOLLOW HER, SHE 
TAKES ME TO A PARK 
ROOM WHERE THERE 
AREN'T ANY OTHER 
CATS, PURRS, ANP 
GIVES ME A 
PASSIONATE LOOK... 
S...SO CUTE... 

IF I E>RAG AE-OUT 
THAT TO MY FAMILY, 
THEY WHISPER A&OUT 
HOW SENSUAL THAT 
IS// HEW WEW. 

IN FRONT OF OTHER 
CATS, SHE'S TOO 
EM&ARRASSEP. IT'S 
SO CUTE// 

THIS IS HOW I AM WITH 
MY CATS, RAMEN ANP 
E>REAP, E»UT I HOPE 
YOU TUNE IN NEXT 
TIME, TOO. (SUPPENLY 
EARNEST). I'P E»E 
REALLY HAPPY TO GET 
LETTERS FROM YOU 
AE>OUT YOUR PET ANP 
RAMEN STORIES, AS 
WELL AS YOUR 
THOUGHTS ON THE 
MANGA, OF COURSE.^ 

I WRITE THIS TO YOU 
AT TWO IN THE MIPPLE 
OF THE NIGHT. THANKS 
FOR STICKING AROUNP. 
























































POBP- 

KUN...F 


















































































































































































































































































































































































...REPLLY 
THIS 
CLOSE? 








































































































I'M... 
AOBA- 
KUN'6 
COURAGE u. 

"? \/l 



mu. 

























































































































































































(THOUGHT 
THHT SOME¬ 
ONE UKE ME 
WOULD ONLY 
HURT... 


he 

PUSHEP 
UMEKI-SRN 
RWRY 
BECRUSE 
RB PIPN'T 
WRNT TO 
HURT HER 
RNY MORE 
THRN HB i 
; RLRERPY * 
PIP... 


PLBX’BP 
WHEN 
6HB 
TOLP 
HIM 6HE 
STILL 
HRP 
FEEL¬ 
INGS... 


BUT 

TO THINK THHT 
SHE LIKES ME 
EVEN NOW... 


fcyou ONLY. '■ 

: :CAUSED:: 
^TROUBLE BY 
: COMING 

g*>HERE;:: : f:S: 


I THOUGHT 
THHT SHE 
WHS DONE 
WITH ME... 












































































SHOULDN'T 
SHY THIS... 
BUT I CRN'T 
HELP MY¬ 
SELF... 








































































BECAUSE... 

I HAVE 

FEELINGS FOR 
YOU, TOO, 
AOBA-KUN... 


SflKU- 

RRDR., 
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THE ENP 















































This is the afterword. I remember 
feeling very happy when my assistant told 
me that the drawings for this volume's 
basketball scenes improved./ I'm always 
frantic when I draw the basketball game 
scenes, unsure of what to do. It's 
difficult to draw people squatting or 
lowering their posture. Also, I got letters 
asking about the name of Nao's housecat 
and about sketches I drew before the 
manga's serialization, so I put them in.-T 

My life depends on you readers. 

I hope to see you all in Volume 5/ y 


Ema Toyama 





























FUZZYWHIRL 
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